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FRANZ KAFKA 

to myself: do your utmost to get onto the variety stage; the 
Zoological Gardens means only a new cage; once there, you are 
done for. 

And so I learned things, gentlemen. Ah, one learns when one 
has to; one learns when one needs a way out; one learns at all 
costs. One stands over oneself with a whip; one flays oneself at 
the slightest opposition. My ape nature fled out of me, head over 
heels and away, so that my first teacher was almost himself 
turned into an ape by it, had soon to give up teaching and was 
taken away to a mental hospital. Fortunately he was soon let out 
again. 

Bue I used up many teachers, indeed, several teachers at once. 
As I became more confident of my abilities, as the public took an 
interest in my progress and my future began to look bright, I en­
gaged teachers for myself, established them in five communicat­
ing rooms, and took lessons from chem all at once by dint of 
leaping from one room to the other. 

That progress of mine! How the rays of knowledge pen­
etrated from all sides into my awakening brain! I do not deny 
it: I found it exhilarating. Bue I muse also confess: I did not 
overestimate it, not even then, much less now. With an effort 
which up rill now has never been repeated I managed to reach 
the ctlltural level of an average European. In itself that might be 
nothing to speak of, but it is something insofar as it has helped 
me out of my cage and opened a special way out for me, the 
way of humanity. There is an excellent idiom: to fight one'.s way
through the thick of things; that is what I have done, I have 
fought through the thick of things. There was nothing else for 
me to do, provided always that freedom was not to be my 
choice. 

As I look back over my development and survey what I have 
achieved so far, I do not complain, bur I am not complacent 
either. With my hands in my trouser pockets, my boccie of wine 
on the table, I half lie and half sic in my rocking chair and gaze 
out of the window: if a visitor arrives, I receive him with propri­
ety. My manager sics in the anteroom; when I ring, he comes 
and listens to what I have to say. Nearly every evening I give a 
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performance, and I have a success that could hardly be in­
cr�ase_d. Whe� _I come home late at night from banquets, from
sc1em1fic recept10ns, from social gatherings, there sits waiting for 
me a half-trained little chimpanzee and I rake comfort from her 
as apes do. By day I cannot bear to see her; for she has the insane 
look of :he bewildered half-broken animal in her eye; no one 
else sees 1t, but � do, and I cannot bear it. On the whole, at any 
rare, I have achieved what I set out to achieve. Bue do not tell 
me :hat it was not worth the trouble. In any case, I am not ap­
pealing for a�y man's verdict, I am only imparting knowledge, I 
am only making a report. To you also, honored Members of the 
Academy, I have only made a report. 

Translated by Willa and Edwin Muir 




